Mark Schubin’s Collected Positive TV Predictions

"The only thing that needs to be invented [to mighevision happen] is a means of transforming this
energy absorbed by the plate into electric currehish then recombine the image. This transforomais
not to be regarded as impossible." Adriano ded&gitaysics professor, March 1878

"It may be well to intimate that complete meansdeeing by telegraphy have been known for someltyne
scientific men." John Perry and W. E. Ayrton, A2, 1880

"Dare we expect a camera with automatic focusintpraatic aperture adjustment, a camera recording in
full color, with bi-visual stereoscopic effect, ddoping the picture instantly, telegraphing thetynies,
exactly as recorded automatically to be filed, aith mechanism for instantly locating any film waoikt
index, and exhibiting it immediately, a camera vg#if-sensitizing plates on which no separate péstbut

a continuously changing picture is formed and etadter being telegraphed to the storage room?"
Henry D. Hubbard, "The Motion Picture of Tomorrowyansactions of the SMPE, 1921

“There may come a time when we shall have 'smedigal and 'tastyvision'.”
Dr. Archibald Montgomery Low, “Radio Mirror,Daily News, December 30, 1926

"Some new uses for television: For the toiletnalding the televisioner to see the back of hislhelaen
brushing his hair."Television, March 1928

"It may be said without fear of contradiction tiia¢ pleasure and satisfaction of a telephone ceatien
are enhanced by the ability of the participantsae each other."
Herbert Ives, Bell Telephone Laboratories, 1930

"The quality of television pictures, together witie cost of production of receiving apparatus foal
home screens, have taken such a satisfactoryrtihe ilast few months that... we might say thatittidas
now reached a state in which an intelligent marhtrédmost take an interest in it."

John Wilson, Fellow of the Royal Television Socjeit935

"There can be no doubt that high definition tel®rids one of the most remarkable technical achieards
of our times." E. E. B. Mackintosh, Director oéthondon Science Museum, 1937

"We shall stand or fall by television -- of thadrh quite sure." E. B. White, author, 1938

"The number of lines has changed many times sif84d,land | hold the view that the 525-line standard
may very easily be changed in the next few years."
Dr. D. C. Espley, Institution of Electrical Engineg1945

"Television is not really complicated but is kepta state of confusion by the engineers who uskustes
technical terms to hide their ignorance." Senkthwin C. Johnson of Colorado, October 14, 1949

"Why not pick up the new full-length motion pictuaethe corner drugstore and then run it througison
home TV receiver?" Jack Goulthe New York Times TV critic, April 22, 1956

"You could fill a single wall of a house with 3-DvT-- and no special glasses involved."
George Crowley, VP engineering, PhilcoForbes, May 15, 1967

"A whole audience, reacting in different ways téfatient aspects of the [video] presentation, prdpab
could be satisfied with a rate of information clumes greater than a few thousand bits per second."”
- Donald Fink, member of the committees that cik&t®@SC video, 1980

"[HDTV will reach homes] within five years, butybu asked me five years ago, I'd probably have said
then, 'within five years." Renville McMann, présnt, Thomson-CSF Laboratori&§deography, 1982



Mark Schubin’s Collected Negative TV Predictions

"Television? The word is half Latin and half Gred¥o good can come of it."
- attributed to Charles Prestwich Scott, editoTled Manchester Guardian, 1871-1929

"Inventors who at the present time assert that #neyable to transmit... the picture of a headnog\gen
more complicated object... and make it appeardi@naof a second later at a distant place arémbée
taken seriously.” Arthur Korn, fax transmissiompex, 1909

Of his own perfect description, first publishedli®08, of an all-electronic television system, rightvn to
synchronization signals, picture tubes, deflectioifs, and scanning circuitry: "It is only an ide#h which
| am concerned, and such an apparatus will neveulefollowing these principles.”

A. A. Campbell Swinton, electrical engineer, 1912

Of narrowband FM, the discovery that eventually engidleo-signal recording practical: "This type of
modulation inherently distorts without any compeimgpadvantages whatsoever."
John Renshaw Carson, chief theoretical mathematiBiall Laboratories, February 1922

"The real difficulty in [television] is that it iprobably scarcely worth anybody's while to purdue i
A. A. Campbell Swinton, electrical engineer, 1924

"While theoretically and technically television miag feasible, commercially and financially | coresidt
an impossibility, a development of which we needtedittle time dreaming."

Lee DeForest, radio pioneer, 1926

"The elaborateness of the equipment required byehgnature of the undertaking precludes any
possibility of television being available in hormaewl offices generally."

W. S. Gilford, president of AT&T, April 7, 1927

"The public is not going to buy picture receivingparatus [only] to have itself exploited by adweets."
"Picture Broadcasting Must Contain No 'Adfédio Broadcasting, May 1928

[Video recording is] "merely a scientific curiosity
Sydney Moseley, "Television To-day and Tomorrovg3Q

"The over-enthusiastic televisionists are makiregrthig mistake in thinking that television willpeat the
glamorous history of radio broadcasting, when eg@yy indicates it will not and indeed cannot.”

Radio Design, Fall 1931

"There is no hope for television by means of cahm tubes.” John Logie Baird, television piond&31
['Cathode-ray tubes are the most important itenestielevision receiver.” J. L. Baird, 1940]

"Television won't matter in your lifetime or mineRichard LamberiThe Listener, 1936

"The problem with television is that people mussid keep their eyes glued to the screen; theageer
American family hasn't time for it. The New York Times editorial, 1939

"Television won't be able to hold onto any marketiptures after the first six months. People salbn get
tired of staring at a plywood box every night." rBhF. Zanuck, president, 20th Century Fox, 1946

Of home video: "I immediately thought of videotapg quickly discarded the idea because it would cos
too much." Peter Goldmark, CBS inventor, 1973
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